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Quercus Books, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 206 x 137 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. Number one New York Times best-selling author Richard North Patterson, author of more than
twenty novels, including Degree of Guilt and Silent Witness, returns with a sweeping family drama of dark
secrets and individual awakenings. Loss of Innocence, the second book in the Blaine trilogy, in one life of the
1960s, symbolizes a movement that keeps changing all our lives (Gloria Steinem) in a richly-layered look at the
loss of innocence not only among his characters but that which America lost as a nation. ( Martha s Vineyard
Times ) An extraordinary novel--profound, emotionally involving and totally addictive, said actor and author
Stephen Fry, this may be Richard North Patterson s best work. In 1968 America is in turmoil, engulfed in civil
unrest and in the midst of an unpopular war. Yet for Whitney Dane--spending the summer of her twenty-first
year on Martha s Vineyard, planning a September wedding to her handsome and equally privileged fiance--life
could not be safer, nor the future more certain. Educated at Wheaton, soon to be married, and the youngest
daughter of the patrician Dane family, Whitney has everything she has ever wanted, and is everything her
doting father, Wall Street titan Charles Dane, wants her to be: smart, sensible, predictable. Nonetheless, Whitney
s nascent disquiet about society and her potential role in it is powerfully stimulated by the forces transforming
the nation. The Vineyard s still waters are disturbed by the appearance of Benjamin Blaine, an underprivileged,
yet fiercely ambitious and charismatic figure who worked as an aide to the recently slain Bobby Kennedy. Ben s
presence accelerates Whitney s growing intellectual independence, inspires her to question long-held truths
about her family, and stirs her...
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