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Kluwer Academic Publishers, United States, 2001. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 2nd ed. 2001. 238 x 160 mm.
Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Competition is one of the most important
factors controlling the distribution and abundance of living creatures. Sperm cells racing up reproductive
tracts, beetle larvae battling inside single seeds, birds defending territories, and trees interfering with the light
available to neighbours, are all engaged in competition for limited resources. Along with predation and
mutualism, competition is one of the three major biological forces that assemble living communities. Recent
experimental work, much of it only from the last few decades, has enhanced human knowledge of the
prevalence of competition in nature. There are acacia trees that use ants to damage vines, beetles that
compete in arenas for access to dung balls, tadpoles that apparently poison their neighbours, birds that smash
the eggs of potential competitors, and plants that associate with fungi in order to increase access to soil
resources. While intended as an up-to-date reference work on the state of this branch of ecology, the many
non-technical examples will make interesting reading for those with a general interest in nature. Greatly
expanded from the first prize-winning edition, there are entirely new chapters, including one on resources and
another on competition gradients in nature. The author freely ranges across all major taxonomic groups in
search of evidence. The question of whether competition occurs is no longer useful, the author maintains;
rather the challenge is to determine when and where each kind of competition is important in natural systems.
For this reason, variants of competition such as intensity, asymmetry and hierarchies are singled out for
particular attention. The book concludes with the difficulties of finding general principles in complex ecological
communities, and illustrates the limitations on knowledge that...
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Petrucci Library Press, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 238 x 170 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The first of four late tone
poemsinspired by Bouquet, a...
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Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 238 x 182
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