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Jesuit order, and a historian. He wrote extensively on Catholic mysticism and psychic phenomena. He was a
member of the Society for Psychical Research, and was widely read on the subject. Given that he was a
practicing Catholic, it is unlikely that he attended sances, and therefore his opinion on spirit communication,
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as an honest skeptic (rather than a debunker) with some empathy for his subjects. Explaining his position he
says, The role of Devils Advocate is a thankless one and does not make for popularity, Indeed, | may confess
that, when writing somewhat in the character of a doubting Thomas, | have felt at times, in spite of good
intentions, that | was even playing a mean and an unworthy part. Why, | have asked myself, should a skeptical
line of argument be put forward which may possibly trouble the simple faith of many good people much
nearer and dearer to God than | can ever hope to be And yet in these days of widespread...
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