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illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: . of that work to our London contemporary for review. Now the Spectator evidently
reviews its books by sample and not in bulk-a method safe enough in dealing with the productions of Rosa
Nouchette Carey and Silas K. Hocking, but one that is just the least bit perilous when applied to a bold bad man
like the author of Les Blasphemes. However, the reviewer read a couple of these delicate parables, as he calls
them, and then highly commended the whole book as suited for schoolgirls, involving a return to archaic
simplicity, and a lot more in the same benignant vein. But alas! if he had only gone just the least bit farther his
virtuous hair would have risen straight on end. for presently M. Richepin lets his esprit Gaulois get the better of
his archaic simplicity, and he shows himself a sad dog indeed. The Spectator has not found this out as yet, but
we waft this warning over to it so that it may think up something to say when the British Matron gets after it
and demands to know what its views are on the subject of schoolgirls reading. The late Philip Gilbert Hamerton,
whose Autobiography and Memoir is just being published by Messrs. Roberts Brothers, was for a long time art
critic of the Saturday Review, and was editor of the Portfolio until the last, though the scope of that magazine
has been changed. He wrote one considerable novel, Marmorne, though...
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