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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . . . written. It is the language of conversation transferred to a book. Cut these
words and they would bleed; they are vascular and alive. And also: His writing has no enthusiasms, no
aspiration; contented, self-respecting, and keeping in the middle of the road. There is but one exception, --in his
love for Socrates. In speaking of him, for once his cheek flushes and his style rises to passion. Montaignes
journey into Germany, Switzerland, and Italy was posterior to the publication of the Essays. The descriptions
which he gives in his Journal of Rome, of the Pope, and all he saw, are short, but drawn with the hand of a
master. A Diary kept 011 his journey reveals Montaigne eagerly inquiring into the tenets of the Protestants,
despite the skeptical tone of his Essays; yet his account of the Reformers is by no means flattering. The first
English translation of the Essays of Montaigne was executed by John Florio, Italian and French tutor to Prince
Henry, son of James I. (1603). Charles Cottons translation appeared about 1680. Our extracts are taken from
Hazlitts revision of Cottons translation. The Author To The Reader. This, reader, is a book without guile. It tells
thee, at the very outset, that | had no other end in putting it together but what was domestic and private. | had
no regard therein either to thy service or my glory; my powers are equal to no such design. It was intended for...
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