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University Press of Kansas, United States, 1995. Hardback. Book Condition: New. annotated edition. 237 x 236
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. In the wake of the turbulent 1850s, Kansas was popularly portrayed
as a Yankee stronghold, a child of Plymouth Rock where Puritan virtue triumphed over base Southern ways.
Perpetuated by a century and a half of historical propaganda, this fictitious notion tenaciously shrouds the real
Kansas. In Peopling the Plains, James R. Shortridge helps set the record straight. Early Yankee settlers did
indeed influence the location of major education and governmental facilities, he shows, but they were only one
of many regional and ethnic forces that molded the state s complex cultural and economic heritage. Germans
and other Europeans established ethnic enclaves in central Kansas and introduced agricultural practices that
persist today. Southerners expanded the cattle industry in the southern tier. Midland farmers came in search of
cheaper land. Freed slaves sought urban and rural opportunities. Italians and other southern Europeans
worked the southeastern mines. And Mexicans helped build the railroads. Chock-full of information and maps
constructed from a wealth of census data, this richly annotated atlas illustrates the distribution of settlers from
diverse cultural and ethnic origins from across America and around the world. Regional maps, depicting
northeastern, southeastern, central, and western counties, are broken down into townships to provide an
accurate and detailed picture of the origins of the early immigrants. Beyond mapping the physical settlement
patterns from those of pre-Civil War Yankee and Rebel colonies in the east to the configuration of turn-of-the-
century homesteads in the west Shortridge explores how those patterns were influenced by railroad routes and
promotion; land prices and speculation practices; homesteading laws; U.S. and international social, economic,
and political conditions; terrain; weather; and pioneer perseverance. He also demonstrates that many...
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