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wind seemed to drive the wet and cold through the wattle sides of the healer s hut. Darkness of later afternoon
was settling in. Cethin built up the small fire and found furs for their shoulders. All thought of an evening meal
was forgotten. Tell me, then, he said. Tell me, Mother Fianna, about the Tales. Morla s Tale you already know,

she said. It is the oldest of tales, for the sorrows of women and the birthing of children are the oldest of
memories. Old as the marshes themselves. It comes first in the telling, for the truth of the other tales emerges
from it. In time, as time exists in the tales, it lies midway between the birth of the Lady and her coming to Ynysy
Niwl. Morla s Tale, the Tale of The Dark Lady of Llyn y Cysgodion, Doeth and the Marsh Sedge and The Lost
Land of Iwerydd are Tales of Beginnings. Yet they tell not the true record of how things came to be, but the
truth of how things are. Together they tell of the lot of women, the nature of the Lady, the settlement of the
marshes, and the meaning of the stone temples. But those are the themes of the tales only. Each has deeper
truths buried within. There follow Tales of Living, and there are six, bearing lessons of life. The Light of the
Ellylldan is a tale of courage and trust. It tells of the origin of our community of priestesses. The Visit of the
Bendith y Mamau is a tale of hope....
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