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was undertaken to show how much there yet remains, in this country, of language and customs directly
brought from our remotest ancestry. It has been the assumed privilege of English travelers and authors to twit
us upon the supposed peculiarity and oddity in our use of words and phrases. An examination of the language
of their own country has convinced us that this satire was the result of ignorance: those who made it were
unacquainted with the language and early literature of their own people, and thence very naturally supposed
that what they heard here was aCected, coined, or barbarous. The simple truth is, that almost without
exception all those words or phrases that we have been ridiculed for using, are good old English; many of them
are of Anglo-Saxon origin, and nearly all to be heard at this day in England: a diCerence of circumstances may
have altered a little their application, but still not enough to render our mode of employing them at all absurd.
It is, indeed, remarkable that we have made no violent or outrageous alterations. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of
an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to...
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