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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Slave Power: Its Character, Career, and
Probable Designs, Being an Attempt to Explain the Real Issues Involved in the American Contest The vastness, he
continues, of the interests at stake in the American contest, regarded under this aspect, appears to me to be
very inadequately conceived in this country, and the purpose of the present work is to bring forward this view
of the case more prominently than has yet been done. Accordingly, in the first place, Mr. Cairnes expounds the
economic necessities under which the Slave Power is placed by its fundamental institution. Slavery, as an
industrial system, is not capable of being everywhere profitable. It requires peculiar conditions. Originally a
common feature of all the Anglo-Saxon settlements in America, it took root and became permanent only in the
Southern portion of them. What is the explanation of this fact? Several causes have been assigned. One is,
diversity of character in the original founders of these communities; New England having been principally
colonized by the middle and poorer classes, Virginia and Carolina by the higher. The fact was so, but it goes a
very little way towards the explanation of the phenomenon, since it is certain the New Englanders were not
withheld from employing slaves by moral scruples; and if slave labor had been found suitable for the
requirements of the country, they would, without doubt, have adopted it in fact, as they actually did in
principle. Another common explanation of the diIerent fortune of slavery in the Northern and Southern States
is, that the Southern climate is not adapted to white laborers, and that negroes will not work without slavery.
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