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Although the preparation of most medicinal chemicals has
passed away from the laboratory of the pharmaceutist, and is
successfully conducted on a commercial scale in manufacturing
establishments, yet the responsibility for the identity and quality
of medicines, and of the substances used in their preparation,
rests properly and legally with those who prepare, compound,
and dispense them. It is therefore the duty of the pharmaceutist
and the dispensing practitioner of medicine, as also, to a
considerable extent, of the druggist and the manufacturing
chemist, to examine the medicinal chemicals of commerce as to
their identity, quality, and purity. In the exercise of this duty, they
have frequent occasion to resort for information to references
now widely scattered through chemical, pharmaceutical, and
medical manuals and journals; since our literature, although of
vast and increasing extent, and crystallizing more and more into
distinct branches. is still wanting .
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