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Ohio, Vol. 2: An Authentic Narrative of the Past, With Particular Attention to the Modern Era in the Commercial,
Industrial, Educational, Civic and Social Development General J. Warren Keifer. Among the many able men and
women produced by Clark County, one whose life and service have kept up many vital points in the aEairs of
state and nation is Gen. J. Warren Keifer, one of the last remaining links to connect the modem present with the
Clark County of sixty and more years ago. He was a young lawyer trying his first cases before the Civil war
broke out and in that war he gained imperishable fame as a soldier and Union oEicer. General Keifer since the
Civil war has practiced law, has been a banker for about half a century, and has a long and honorable record
in public aEairs, serving fourteen terms in Congress, one term in the Forty-seventh Congress (1881-1883) as
Speaker of the House. He was born on a farm on Mad River in Bethel Township, Clark County, January 30, 1836,
a son of Joseph and Mary (Smith) Keifer. His father, who was born at Sharpsburg. Maryland, December 28,
1784, was a pioneer of what is now Clark County, settling here in 1812. He was a well qualified civil engineer, and
though his main occupation was farming his professional knowledge was of use in developing a new country,
particularly in establishing common schools and the construction of highways. He died in Clark County, April
13, 1850. His wife, Mary Smith, was born January 31, 1799, in Losantiville, now Cincinnati, and died at Yellow...
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