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illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: . .. (walnut is an excellent wood for this purpose), about six inches in diameter at the
base, and bored through the centre to receive one end of the glass tubing, which may be cemented in place,
allowing, as shown, a space between the end of the tube and the bottom of the stand. The little turned top is a
trifle more complicated. A circular piece of walnut is cut from stuff about one-half an inch thick (the thinner it is
possible to make this top the more effective the apparatus. The author does not suggest a thinner weight of
wood, as it usually requires more skill and familiarity with tools than construction with thicker wood. If,
however, the reader is well equipped he will undoubtedly choose the lightest material possible if he sees he can
gain in appearance and effectiveness) and mounted upon a cylindrical block of the same wood, bored out to
receive the other end of the glass column, leaving an unobstructed space between top and tube, as in the case
of the bottom. To mount this cylindrical piece, a circular cutting is made in the little top by means of the lathe,
and two pieces securely glued together with furniture glue. We should now fit the stand with two little conveying
pipes, which may conveniently be placed, if made from lead, owing to the ease with which it is possible to make
bends and fittings. This lead pipe may be had of about the...
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