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By Samuel Beal

Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, India,
2014. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition:
New. Reprint. Among the various travelogues, Hiuen Tsiang's Si-
yu-ki or Records of the Western World, is regarded to be the
most valuable source-book for the study of ancient Indian
history. Si-yu-ki is not merely a travel-diary recording Hiuen
Tsing's visit to various places in India and the places en route,
but is also an account of the conditions of India during the
seventh century. This journey was undertaken by Hiuen Tsiang
primarily with a view to visiting the Buddhist places of
pilgrimage and to seek answers to the questions agitating his
mind. He was inspired in this by the recollection of similar
journeys undertaken centuries ago by his predecessors, Fa-hien,
Sung Yun and many others. Born at Loyang in the year 600,
Hiuen Tsiang set out on this journey to the regions west of China
and to India at the age of twentynine (629) from Chang' an in
West China. Travelling by the northern route which took him to
Turfan, Kara Shahr, Lake Issyk Kul, Tashkent, Samarkand, Balkh
and Bamiyan, he arrived in the Kingdom of Gandhara towards
the end of the year 630....
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