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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1860 edition. Excerpt: .more, to carry out an idca--to free you on the spot from
bondage, to make you the slaves of misery | After admitting that slavery in the abstract is wrong--that he had
no right to enslave his fellow man, Jonathan continues: But if | have the slave already, and if he has lost his
capabilities of self-government, and even of self-protection, by long generations of inherited servitude, or,
indeed--which is more nearly the truth--if he never possessed such capacities, then | have a very great
responsibility upon me, and commit a crime by immediate emancipation under a romantic idea of abolishing
one. Still, speaking of his black boys, he says: Ye compose nearly an eighth of my population, and, believe me,
ye are happier than the lower eighth of any nation on earth. Could ye go over the world and see those sad
lower eighths--yea, and in some places a few of the higher eighths--ye would thank God for your position. My
black boys, a book is yet to be written about those lower eighths which live in countries whose highest eighths
weep over your miseries as they weep over plays on the stage, which will make your blood curdle with horror!
Ye have to work, it is true; it is our universal curse; but your work is not harder than that of the majority of
mankind, and, unlike them, you have no trouble or thought for the morrow. Ye have plenty to eat...
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